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Who was Christopher Columbus?

~ Columbus led a fleet

of three ships and

120 men. His biggest
ship, the Santa Maria,
was 130 feet long.

The only person with
a private cabin was
Columbus, aboard
the Santa Maria. It
was the only one of
the three ships to
have an upper deck.

There was just
enough room to carry
water for drinking, so
nobody could wash
for the 37 days the
ships were at sea.



On October 12, 1492,
37 days after leaving
the Canary Islands, a
sailor on the Pinta
sighted a low-lying
island that is part of
the chain we call the
Bahamas.

Columbus was not the
first person to visit
America. Around the
year 1000, the Viking
Leif Eriksson was

blown off course on

his way to Greenland.
He landed in Newfound-

A Viking longship

land, but news of his
discovery did not
reach Europe.

O

Two of the ships, the
Nina and the Pinta,
had single decks
open to the weather.
The crew took turns to
sleep curled up on
deck.

Crossing the Atlantic

Columbus was clever.
Although he crossed the
Atlantic Ocean at its
widest point, he took a
route where strong
winds called the trade
winds blow for most of
the year. Later trips
proved that this was
indeed the fastest way
from Europe to America.
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